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Tiers of Joy

Spring/Summer 2012

For Spring/Summer 2012, hansel and hello hansel evoke Singaporean nostalgia with colourful pieces that take their cue from the traditional Peranakan dessert, the Kueh Lapis. Meaning “layered cake” in Malay, the well-loved Singaporean teatime treat is also often known as the “nine layered cake” in Mandarin for its nine distinctively coloured layers. 

Aptly entitled “Tiers of Joy”, the collection is supported and partially funded under the National Heritage Board’s Heritage Industry Incentive Programme (Hi2P), which seeks to create awareness of the Peranakan culture through the collection and encourage people to visit the Peranakan Museum and related Peranakan galleries around Singapore. 

With brilliant primary colors and designer Jo Soh’s signature hand-drawn prints, this season’s apparel and accessories exude a uniquely Singaporean flavour. In one of this season’s original print designs, rectangular pieces of Kueh Lapis cascade down hansel’s sophisticated silk-finish polyester dresses. The cake’s vividly coloured layers are reduced to thin coloured lines on a chrome grey background, producing an effect akin to neon signs glowing at night. 

A bold, graphic hello hansel print design showcases oversized Kueh Lapis pieces on slinky rayon jersey dresses and tees, while hello hansel’s comfy cotton knit range dishes out dresses, a top and a skirt with broad horizontal stripes in colours that mimic the cake’s nine layers. 

It comes as no surprise then, that the Kueh Lapis’ five distinctive colours - primary red, blue, green, yellow and white dominate the palette, when paired with hansel perennial favourites: black, grey, navy and cream. Set against this contrast of bright hues and classic basics, details that echo the tiered theme appear throughout the collection, from double layered sleeves and collars to tiered-skirted dresses. Tucks, pleats and gathered ruffles appear as series of linear rows on everything from jackets to dresses, pants to jumpsuits. 

Christened “The Little Drom Store for hansel”, hansel’s Spring/Summer 2012 jewellery range is the result of a joint-collaboration between hansel and Stanley and Antoinette Wong - the talented pair who run The Little Drom Store on Ann Siang Hill, Singapore. The six-piece enamel capsule range feature brooches, stud earrings and pendant necklaces bearing the eye-catching Kueh Lapis motif (all with the top red layer ever so slightly peeled back), and what could be described as the distilled essence of the Kueh Lapis colours – in sets of five, rings, stud earrings and pendant necklaces feature individual enamel-covered strips of the five colours that make up this well-loved snack. 

The final sweet serving comes in the form of a pleather boxy bag in the shape of an oversized Kueh Lapis. Styled after vintage boxy camera bags, the bag is pieced from strips of coloured pleather and comes with two interchangeable straps for quick switches between a casual cross-body bag and a lady-like handbag.  

Spring/Summer 2012 “Tiers of Joy” collection by hansel and hello hansel will be available at The hansel Shop from 11th February 2012 
hansel price range: $169 for a Back Ruffle Sleeveless Top in silk-finish satin to $289 for a Front Pleated Dress in printed polyester.
hello hansel price range: $79 for a Scoop Neck Tee in printed rayon jersey to $149 for a Kueh Lapis Diagonal Striped Knit Dress in cotton spandex mix.
The Little Drom Store for hansel jewellery price range: $32 to $75.
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Tiers of Joy S/S 2012: 

  
Front Pleated Dress in printed polyester.
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Tiers of Joy S/S 2012: 

  
Kueh Lapis Boat Neck Knit Dress in cotton spandex knit
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Tiers of Joy S/S 2012: 

  
Wrap Dress in Big Kueh Lapis printed rayon jersey 
About hansel 

hansel is a quirky, modern-yet-retro-inspired womenswear brand launched in 2003 to international rave reviews. Founded by Singaporean designer, Jo Soh, and named after her beloved Jack Russell Terrier, hansel has garnered a faithful following with its feminine and highly wearable pieces, often featuring Jo’s hand-drawn print designs. The label embodies Jo’s idiosyncratic design aesthetic of blending playfulness with understated minimalism. hansel appeals to self-assured fashionistas with a strong sense of personal style who cannot help but stand out in a crowd. 

hello hansel, a diffusion line by hansel, made its debut in February 2011. Focusing on highly wearable weekend pieces with bold prints, bright hues and easy-care fabrics, hello hansel identifies itself as a youthful, vibrant and playful casualwear label.

hansel has dressed stars such as American pop star Katy Perry, Japanese actress Chiaki Kuriyama (best known in her role as the schoolgirl bodyguard, Gogo Yubari, in Quentin Tarantino’s blockbuster movie Kill Bill), all-girl pop band The Veronicas and international movie star Rose Ryrne.

A Central St. Martins graduate in Fashion Design with Marketing, Jo has worked with Tristan Webber in London and had assignments in Milan, New York and Singapore. A talented artist, she particularly enjoyed her one-time stint as a pre-school art teacher. 

As a well-recognized name in the industry, Jo has been invited to judge at fashion design competitions and has also taught and given talks at fashion design colleges in Singapore. 

About the Heritage Industry Incentive Programme (Hi2P)

Managed by the National Heritage Board, the Heritage Industry Incentive Programme or Hi²P encourages the development of new and innovative heritage inspired products and services. It also seeks to seed new museum and heritage ventures, enhance museum galleries and programmes, and encourages the development of new audiences. Visit www.hi2p.sg for more information.
Links:

Spring/Summer 2012 Tiers of Joy Lookbook
Spring/Summer 2012 Tiers of Joy Theme Artwork
Spring/Summer 2012 Tiers of Joy Press Release
Label Profile, Logos and Jo Soh’s Profile Pictures
The hansel Shop
#02-14 Mandarin Gallery 

333A Orchard Road 

Singapore 238867 

Tel: +65 6337 0992 

Open daily from 11am to 9pm except selected public holidays. 

www.ilovehansel.com
For further information, please contact: 
Miss Ho Shengjuan

Sales and Marketing Executive

Tel: +65 6744 2873 

shengjuan.ho@ilovehansel.com

Hansel Productions Pte. Ltd. 

Blk 1013 Geylang East Ave 3 

#05-156 Singapore 389728 
